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AN 
UNFAMILIAR 


T WAKE UP 


IN THE 
MORNING... 


OUTSIDE MY 


"NEW LIFE” 
FEELING, 





KNOW 


ABOUT 
MUGI, BUT 
I'M 100% 
CERTAIN 


Yu's STILL 
SLEEPING. 















SHE HAS A 









CANOPY BED we AREN'T 

WITH A MAKEUP acer 

TABLE, A FULL CURIOUS 
DRESSER, ABOUT WHAT 
AND 4 LIVE- MUGIS ROOM 





IS LIKE? 












REALLY? 
YOU WANT 
To Do 
Tare 










TH 
f  HuRDLE 
OF WAKING 
UP Yul 1S 
STILL WAY 
TQ0 HIGH 
FOR YOU, 
MUGH 






T JUST 
CAN'T WAIT! 


TWAS 


REMEMBER- 

ING WHEN £ 

JOINED THE 

my POP MUSIC 

WB CLUB IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


$0 EXCITED 
AT THE 
TIME... 


T MEAN, 
NOW I GET 
TO LIVE 
WITH ALL 
OF YOU! 









































ITHINK FES 
CUTE, BUT 


1 | WANT ME 
eer! | TORK YOUR 


















WHY BID YOK 
iavous ¥ < HAVE TO PICK 
GWA EN- me L-——~) SUCH A SCARY- 

TRANCE (OO LOOKING 

cEREMO- PERSON'S 

RY? HOW SHOULDER TO 
CARE- SLEEP ON? 
Less i 

can vou SS Sf OF re 























HEH HEH! MY MOM 
ALWAYS SAID IT WAS 
INCREDIBLE HOW! 
COULD JUSF FALL 
ASLEEP ANYWHERE 





you that 
we houe 
the taculty 
and tactli= 
tes to 
help you 
chieue 
enything 
you desire 
during 
your time 
here: 





















































f 
couldn't 
miss the 
chence 
to cele- 

brate 


your 
en 
trance 
to this 
school 
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fhem... 
Itseems 
that mang 
young 
peaple 
these 
days 
simply 
drift into 
catiege 
and drift 
anward 
when they 
gradu 





Ibe- 
seech 
you 
all to 
spend 
the nent 
four 
years 
with 
spirit 
‘end 
pur- 
pose. 


Con- 
yrats on 
meking 
it here, 

Yul. 





cu INTEREST 
THAT's 3oiNiNe! IN VOLUN- 
Rgart TEERING? Y 


tee @ 





E>>b>Sq 
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T WONDER 
WHAT THE 
POP MUSIC 
CLUB'S 
LIKE HERE! 


WELL, IT'S A 
COLLEGE CLUB... 


Lt THINK 
WE SHOULD 
FORGET 
ABOUT JOIN- 
ING THE POP 
Musie CLUB! 





TM AYAME 
YOSHIDA! 
THIS IS SACHI 
HAYASHI! AND 
THAT'S AKIRA 











FINALLY 
































it 


ip) bBo 
win 


rie y 











EXCUSE 
MEEE. 
































OH, I SEE! 
WELL, WERE 
HAVING A. 
WELCOMING 











} 
yi 
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Ff 




















WE HAVE 
SEVEN NEW 
FRESHMEN WITH 
BAND EXPERIENCE, 
SO WE'RE 
BREAKING FROM 
TRADITION AND 


6UL-TA, 
MuG!- 
CHAN! A 
BLACK 
GUI-TAL 


NO WAY, 
GUl-TA’S A 





REALLY? 
THANKS! 












































rr was \ wows 


| REALLY 
THAT 
COOL... WAS 
GREAT! 

















W-WE'RE 
APTER- 
SCHOOL 

TEA TIME... 


hey, 
THEY'RE I 
UNIFORMS! 


cS 
© 




















goa ttle 













AKIRA'S 
SINGING 
“FLUFF 
FLUFF 
TIME” 
AGAIN! 








i, EVERY 


TIME | Loox 

AT You, my 

HEART GOES 
THUMP x 


a 










ss ALWAYS | cay 
°/ §00D M6HT a 


- 
fs 
i 
z 
| 
iT 
mi 
nm 
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“7 ey, AkiRA- 
CHAN! WHAT FM COMA 
DEPARTMENT BE LATE 
‘ARE YOU 1 





CLUB, ANO SHE’S REALLY GOOO AT GUITAR, 
ANO SHE’S NORMAL IN FRONT OF OTHER PEOPLE 
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bhal 























RAAWAMAO Wee 











TF you 
FOUND THIS. 
| LECTURE EN- 
PLEASE FEEL 

FREE TO 

ENROLL IN 
THE CLASS 


























LIGHTENING, \f 

















THOUGH WE 
RARELY MANAGE 


BAND 
NAME! 


| _l/ 

] gd you IN THE GROUP, 
THAT's 

OuR oH, THAT 











THIS AND THIS. 
ARE REALLY 
Loose WITH 
gee ay ROLL CALL! 


CANT ar 
Pu 
caer war, Th 
CANT WaT nan 











TIVE ALWAYS RELIED ON MY 
PARENTS THROUGHOUT MY 
LIFE, SO T FIGURED IT MIGHT 
BE TIME TO UO THINGS ON 


Fine, BE THE 
REASONBLE ONE. 





Sorry, Mugu 
Not today! 





Sorry, Mugi, 
i have pians 
today, so 
I can't go 
with you. 
Next time! 


Mio 


i'm sorry, 
Mugi!-chan, 
i've got 
pians today) 
































THOUS 
00 THAT, BUT We 
WERE KEEPING | | WE WERE 
A SECRET. fal 






































fFTER 


TEATINE 





©) 
al 


ill 








I KNOWL 
TLE HANG 


OUT IN 
YOUR ROOM! 
THAT'S 
TOTALLY 
WORTH- 


YOU'RE STILL 

A YOUNG GIRL 
AT HEART, 

5 AREN'T YOU? 








EMBARRAS 
(| ING PAST Is 


8, Pf 
face” 





ae - 
ae ID BETTER 


Moun) f \ eo Thee | | Save rTuNTIL 
MIO-CHAN 
NOT RIGHT 
ven TG AKIRA, | | AND Muct 
' { CHAN GET 
C3 Td)” HERE 80 WE 
a CaN LAUGH 


Zr>\.. y TOCETHERI 































































































YOU'RE 


soeiey 
kaon A NORMAL 
waar och > GIRL JUST 
bed, LIKE Us? 
THINK 
TWAs?| 
\ / 





| CASE, 
TLL TAKE 


THREE! 7 













































[WHAT If HE'S 


INTO HER TOO? 
TT SOLNDED 
LIKE MAYBE HE 
DIDN'T HAVE 
AcHOWE SUT 
TO SAY THAT 
PUBLICLY 





Aften 
Scheel 
Teatime 




















5 SORRY, AYAME- 
CHAN, T HAVE 
TO GET READY 
FOR BAND 
PRACTICE 








BECAUSE 
THIS COULD BE 
ENTERTAINING! 


0 Cre) 

















Ie 









































1BonT 


~) FEELCOM 


FORTARLE 
wiTH YOU 
CUINGING 

TO ME LIKE 
THIS IN 


PuRUC... 








"J Z.SUNNO, TM 


STARTING TO 


























UNCONSCIOUSLYI? 


WO 
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OU, T'M FINED 
TWAS THINKING 


REALLY HARD 
RECENTLY, WHICH 
PROBABLY GAVE /) 

ME A FEVER, 








as a 
WAS 
1 \ WON 
WHAT bead 
44 ING. 
sic 
? | 









































































































HE | WAFN'G: 
LUFHENING.. 


WELL, MIO GAINED 
SEVEN POUNDS BEFORE 
STARTING SCHOOL, 
‘SO SHE CANT WEAR 
ANYTHING THAT 
ACCENTUATES HER 















































YOU SHOULDN'T 
SAY THAT, AYAME 















































I'M CONG 
TO DIET MY 
BUNS OFF 
SOCAN 
WEAR CUTE 
STUFF THIS 
SUMMERI 





~Xbhbh 


4 NEW EXPE- 
RIENCE! 





PRACTICE fe 
Ay) ison be. 
[REAL Touge 












¢ |} 
ys AT | | 








AYAME AND T, MIO AND SACHI, 
AND YUi AND YOU ARE IN THE SAME 
SCHOOLS, SO OUR FREE TIME 
ALWAYS OVERLAPS, 


@ «mm, @ @ wes 
Yona 


BRAND 





TT HELPS 
TOHAVE 
A DEGREE 

IN Tooay's 






























































HER SMILE IS 


SCARING ME.., 
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WHAT Ig IT? 


SHEESH. WHY 
ARE YOU CALLING 
US HERE AT THIS 

TE OF NIGHT? 





TM PLAYING 
WITH YOu 
Cuys! 



































Zi THERE'S 


ABSOLUTELY | 
NOTHING 
FOR YOU 

TO WORRY 
ABOUT! 


aul AHEAD. : Meagtetipee 





FORGET 
fa usr 
KIDDingt 


cop 


Wy “Nd 





KIDDING! 

















yD APPRECIATE 
‘SOME HELP 





























SHALL WE DECIDE 
ON A SONG TO 
PLAY? TT MIGHT BE 
EASIER IF WE 00 A 


THE ONLY 


PERIOD 
WHEN THE 
NECKS 
WERE 
MADE OF 
MAPLE. 





% f YOUR BASS 

4 ISREALLY SENFAL 
CUTE TOO, in wen 
SENPAIL ? stHoae 


















































HUH? YOU 
MEAN SHE 
WASN'T 
ANGRY...? 


ALSO, SHE 
WAS REALLY 
EXCITED THAT 
YOU PAID HER Al 
COMPLIMENT! 























TAKE YOUR 


A OPPORTUNITIES. 


TO REJUVENATE 
YOUR VOLITH 
DURING THESE 














AHL WHAT 
YOU HAD A very 


Time Is [Te 
"OF Vole Gee geST WHERE re 
OF YOUR GROUP Ig EVERYON 
ALREADY Gone 





THEY 


ASSURED mm 
THAT ag 
SORRY: n CUED. BE. 
| NEED TO PAYING THE 
Bie. 


go BACK 
To SLEEP 























IT 
} TURNED WHAT? 


WHAT 
INTO A ee 
STORAGE feneD 
Sues) Tour 
ROOMIF 



























‘SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, HAVE 
YOU SEEN 
AZUSACHAN 








iN 


A 


ih Mh. 








ALL HER 
ANXIETIES: 
2 MELTED 
AWAY WHEN 


IT UP IE 
YOuD 
CALLED! 






























































sue 

T| WEIRD, BUT 
TALENTED. 
T'S FLN 


IEN'T THAT 

KIND OF THE 

SAME THING 
AS WITH 
YOU AND. 

















WANTED TO 
GO PRO TO 
STICK IT TO 
THE GUY 
SHE HAD A 























WHY DON'T 
you Just 
SKIP IT FOR 
ONCE? THE 
FIRST DAY IS 






































ANOTHER 
DREAM 
OF MINE 





VEPPPSE 














‘Low, AT MISS 
Nuala 





YUI-CHAN! ARE ae a fad 
Bek You Hance ridbe Be | uw. 
al OUT FLYERS ~ Pe. Now 
- HADN'T = BG Is. 
CHANGED 4 THIS 
ASA * FESTI- 
COLLEGE [EA val 


i) 


STUDENT, 



























































































































































HEARD YOU 

WERE STILL 
TOGETHER IN 
COLLEGE AND 
PLAYING THIS 

GIG, T MAD 


NAP OUT OF iim | d 





as 


7 » } 
i } 
fi 


yu 
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lh 
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SHE STILL ISN'T 
GIVING LIP ON 
BESIDES, HMI? 
ITLL TAKE 





AKIRA-CHAN go 
RU TALLY Sor 






KISOBA, 
‘foo YEN 

















MY ey ay ray ony 
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x 
ifly 


CHARACTER DESIEN SHEET 






meno 
CAREFREE 
Ko 


OR MO? " 
‘TSUNDERE® BUT ROPEFULLY 
NoT FITTING EXACTLY INTO 

THE TEMPLATE. 










BROWN BAIR? 
{LIGHT TONED 


LOVES FUN 


GUITARIST, 





C 

PROBABLY SETS ALONG 
WITH RITSU AND Yidl 
SEEMS LIKE A SULKER 


Benvs comics 
OF 
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iN 


ey 
™ 
Lele. 
: AY in 
A \ 
K AS aay) aH 
0 “iil ii N i 
ses ut KN i yy 
waPPEN. RR Fon eS p 
ANN SN ie 
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TRANSLATTON NOTES 


COMMON HONORIFICS 

no honorific: Indicates fomiliarity or close- 
ness, if used without permission or reason, ad 
dressing someone in this manner would consti- 
tute on insult 

-sam The Joponese equivalent af Mr /Mrs / 
Miss Ifa situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail safe honorific 

-samaz Conveys great respect, may also in- 
dicate that the social status of the speaker is 
lower than that of the addressee 

-kun: Used mast often when referring to boys, 
this indicates offection or familiarity Occasion- 
ally used by older men among their peers, but 
it may also be used by anyone referring to a 
person of lower stonding 

“chon: An affectionate honarlfic indicating fe 
miliarity used mostly in reference to girls, alsa 
used in reference to cute persons or onimals of 
either gender 

-senpoit Used to address upperclassmen or 
more experienced cowarkers 

-senseit A respectful term for teachers, artists, 
or high level professionals 


K-ONI 

The ttle K-ONF comes from the Japonese 
word “kefengoku,” meaning “hgit music” 
in the sense of casual or easy listening (re, 
net serious Or Innovative os In serious classr 
cal or jazz} In the context of school clubs in 
Japan, the term “kefongoke-by” (“light 
music club") usually contrasts with “ongoku- 
bu" (“music club") in that i focuses on popular 
forms of music (pap, rock, falk, etc ) where the 
latter focuses on symphonic and choral forms 


kokifly 
The author's name, *kakifly,” comes from the 
Joponese word "keki-fural,” meaning “fried 
oysters” 


Yen Conversion 

A general rule of thumb to use for converting 
Japanese yer to American dallars 1s ¥100 to 
1 USD 


PAGE 17 

Mongo Time Kirara 

The magazine Mio 1s sleeping on {and which 
@ppears af other points in the book} 1s the origi- 
nal home of the K-QNF mange in Japan, pub- 
lished monthly by Houbunsha There are sev 
eral offshoat magazines in the Menge Time 


Kirara line, mast af which focus exclusively 
an manga in the four-panel format, like K-ONI 


PAGE 21 

Rumors 

It is said in Japanese culture that sneezing 
means someone is falking about you at that 
moment This piece of falk wisdom manifests os 
a common trope in manga and anime as well 


PAGE 30 

Drowing a person on the polm 

A piece of japanese folk wisdom that states 
that in times of stress and tension, drawing the 
character for “persan” {which can be seen on 
Mio's palm) three tmes and then pretending to 
“swallaw” the person will ease the fear While 
distracting oneself from tension in this way 
might simply be © placebo effect, the phrase 
“to swallaw @ person” (hife © nemu) meons 
fo overpower or overwhelm another, implying 
that this figurative action will help one over 
come that fear 


PAGE 31 

Autograph beord 

Joponese outogroph boords (shikishi} ore 
square-ish paper boards of a heavy stack, 
usually with one light side and a calored back 
ihe nome shikishi moons “calored poper") 
that are cammonly used for autographs today, 
but once were meant for poems and fine art 
The large size and fancy, heavy feel make them 
appropriate for displaying autographs from a 
favorite artist ar celebrity 


PAGE 33 
Dzeko 

A reference to Edin DZeko, a Bosnian soccer 
player who ploys for Manchester City 


PAGE 34 

Tsukkomi 

The modern standard for Japanese humor can- 
sists of Boke and tswkkeomi, which are the 
“goafoff” and "straight man,” respectively 
Many jokes, not just in stand-up comedy but in 
manga and anime as well, start with an absurd 
statement or observation (the Boke) follawed 
by a forceful correction rectifying that nan- 
sense [the fsukckemi), often punctuated with 
a physical smack Ayame is clearly making an 
impromptu joke by pretending fo be a foreigner 
seeing a teukkeomi in person for the first time 


PAGE 40 

Job Well 

Aplay on words “Parttime jab” in Japanese 
1s ocivally @ loanword—arubaite {fram the 
German orbeit|—ond the tile af the magazine 
1s "Arubarida,” where ide means “well.” 


PAGE 42 

Shise 

A leafy green plant that 1s aften used as gornish 
(os a “holding tray” lar wasabi, far example} 
but 1s sometimes eaten os well A variety of 
savory snacks utilize shiso as © primory flavar 


PAGE 55 

Pucky 

A parody of the famous stick shaped candy, 
Pocky The classic form/flavor of Pocky is a 
pack full af lang biscuit sticks that have been 
dipped in chocolote 


PAGE 58 

Overheoting the brein 

The Japanese word chienefsu ("intelligence 
fever") 1s the term far whot 15 called “teething 
fever” in English, the period occuring around 
age ane that an infant becomes susceptible to 
illness as the mother's ontibadies wear aff Bath 
terms stem from the developments often seen 
araund this tme—a baby’s first teeth caming 
in ond showing his or her first signs of intel- 
ligence However, the term chienefsu 1s also 
used ina callaquial, humaraus sense ta mean a 
headache or lever coused by thinking too hord 


PAGE 64 

Horumi-neechon 

A parody cameo of the Harumi character by 
Kakifly’s fellow Monge Time Kirora artist 
Daraki Datoki's series 1s octuolly called Hor- 
umi Notion, but in this case wos turned into 
neechon, meaning “big sister” 


PAGE 70 

Meoimo 

This ts probably portmanteau af umeai [yummy) 
and ime {potata or yam} 


PAGE 88 

Guitar Body 

Electric guitars ore olmast olways compased of 
two mojor parts. te neck ond the body How 
ever, the body itself con be mode from one to 
three {ar potentially even more} pieces af woad 


PAGE 2 


Due to the dampening effect of the glue used to 
hald the pieces fogether ond the lass of naturol 
resonance when it’s nat made of a single 
unbraken piece of wood, some peaple claim 
that a single-piece bady sounds “cleaner,” ond 
the need for a lorger piece af waod can moke 
single-body types more expensive However, it 
generolly just cames dawn ta persanal taste 


PAGE 103 

Mise Soup 

Miso soup is on indispensable part of the 
troditianal Japanese breakfost, but os a caun- 
terpoint to Ritsu’s elegant speech, it seems for 
too plain and unsophisticated It’s o bit like 
swirling a fine wine gloss full of oronge juice 


PAGE 104 

3-B Gummies 

A likely parody af classic long-running high 
schoal drame TY series ¢-nen B-gumi Kin- 
pachi-sensei {*Class 38 Kinpachisenser"), 
althaugh the product name on the packoge Is 
somewhot obscured The joke cames fram the 
hamaphanes af gumi, (ar kumi) meoning 
“class,” and gumi, a “gummy” candy snack 


PAGE 116 

Yakisoba 

Uterally meaning “caoked sebe,” this tosty 
dish of stirfried naodles with park, cabbage, 
and ginger is a common summertime meal, 
especially ct outdaar festivals The naadles 
are served oss rather than in a brath, mok- 
ing them very similar to chow mein Although 
it has sabe (buckwheat noodles) in the name, 
yakisebo is actually made from flaur in most 
instonces 


PAGE 120 

Tsundere 

A charocter orchetype often seen in contempo- 
rary monga ond anime typified by a normally 
aggressive and standaffish manner that eventu- 
ally reveals a caring side underneath, usually 
in © moment of weakness The word itself 1s o 
combinatian af #sun-tsun "spiky" or "aloof"! 
and dere-dere (“scppy, lovey-cavey") Akira 
acts like o tsundere toward Yui throughout the 
book, and in previous volumes, Azusa fit into 
this archatype as well 
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